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Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations 

DRAFT Meeting Minutes 

May 12, 2022 

 

A meeting of the Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations (the JLC) was held on 

May 12, 2022 at 10 a.m. at the Virginia War Memorial, 621 S. Belvidere St. Richmond VA 23220 

 

Members Present 

 Richard Shook, Air Force Association 

 Rich Mansfield, Air Force Sergeants Association 

 William Aramony, American Legion 

 Richard Van Norton, American Veterans 

 Glenn Yarborough, Association of the United States Army 

 Denice Williams, Disabled American Veterans 

 Sha’ron Martin, Fleet Reserve Association 

 Jack Hilgers, Legion of Valor 

 John Clickener, Marine Corps League 

 Monti Zimmerman, Military Officers Association of America 

 Vernon Peters, Military Order of the World Wars 

 Preston Curry, Paralyzed Veterans of America 

 Terence Moore, Reserve Association of America 

 Dan Karnes, Roanoke Valley Veterans Council 

 Rick Raskin, Veterans of Foreign Wars 

 George Corbett, Vietnam Veterans of America 

 Robert Barnette, Virginia Army/Air National Guard Enlisted Association 

 Kevin Hoffman, Virginia National Guard Association 

 Jose Ramos, Wounded Warrior Project 

 Michael Dick, Chairman, Board of Veterans Services 

 Jack Lanier, Veterans Services Foundation 

 Daniel Gade, Commissioner, Department of Veterans Services  

 

Members Absent 

 Lauren Augustine, Iraq & Afghanistan Veterans of America 

 Mark Atchison, Military Order of the Purple Heart 

 Michelle Ramos Domingue, Navy Mutual Aid Association 

 

Alternates Present (not representing their VSO) 

 John Cooper, Air Force Sergeants Association 

 David Sitler, Reserve Organization of America 

 Jay Marts, American Veterans 

 

Commonwealth of Virginia Officials Present 

 Steven Combs, DVS 

 Claudia Flores, DVS 

 Glendalynn Glover, DVS 
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 Jonathan Patrick, DVS 

 Ravi Padma, DVS 

 Annie Walker, DVS 

 Cassy Russell, DMA 

 

Guests 

 MacKenzie Heidelmark, Office of Congresswoman Spanberger 

 Catie Robertson, Virginia Senate Finance & Appropriations Committee 

 Anne Crittenden, Women Marines Association 

 Barry Garber, Newport News Veterans Group 

 Julianne Smith 

 Frank Richardson, (Attended via zoom) 

 Ted Ambasiani 

 

Items included in the Agenda Packet 

 Draft Agenda 

 Draft Minutes December 15, 2021 meeting 

 BVS Report to JLC 

 VSF Report to JLC 

 VDVS Operations Update 

 

Call to Order 

Chairman Denice Williams called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. Chair Williams welcomed the 

Wounded Warrior Project to the JLC and introduced its representative, Mr. Jose Ramos. 

 

Thoughts and meditation 

The JLC Chaplain, Mr. Kevin Hoffman, provided thoughts and meditation. 

 

Roll Call of VSOs, Quorum Determination, and Introduction of Guest 
The roll was called, and 19 of the 22 Veterans Service Organizations (VSOs) represented on the 

Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations (the JLC) were recorded as being 

represented.  A quorum was determined.  The three ex officio members were recorded as present. 

 

Chair Williams welcomed the Wounded Warrior Project to the JLC and introduced its 

representative, Mr. Jose Ramos. Mr. Ramos provided a brief introduction. 

 

Chair Williams asked the state officials and guests to introduce themselves.  Their names and 

organizational affiliation are recorded above. 

 

Approval of the Agenda (Attachment 1) 

Chair Williams asked for a motion to approve the Agenda as presented.  Mr. Sha’ron D. Martin 

made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jack Hilgers to approve the meeting agenda as presented. The 

motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

Approve December 15, 2021 Meeting Minutes 
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Chair Williams asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the December 15, 2021 meeting as 

drafted.  Mr. Kevin Hoffman made a motion, seconded by Mr. Vernon Peters, to approve the 

minutes as drafted.  The motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

Reports / Updates 

 

VDVS Operational Update (Attachment 2) 

Commissioner Daniel Gade provided remarks on the JLC as a key component in legislative 

initiatives and encouraged aggressive innovation and creativity. He noted the budget work in the 

General Assembly and further commented on the Suicide Prevention Coordinator position as a key 

effort in suicide prevention. Commissioner Gade commented that some of the proposed suicide 

prevention program funding will go to research on military and veteran suicide. He noted other 

budget initiatives introduced by Governor Youngkin. 

 

Commissioner Gade noted the Objectives and Kay Results (OKR) in line with Stay, Work, and 

Thrive objectives. He further explained some of the OKR initiatives to keep transitioning members 

in Virginia. On the Work objective, the Commissioner noted V3 efforts and for Thrive, the 

Commissioner noted the VVFS service line efforts. The Commissioner also commented on new 

agency initiatives for data gathering and data analyses.  

 

BVS Report (Attachment 3) 

Chairman Michael Dick of the Board of Veterans Services (BVS) provided the BVS report.  He 

noted his participation in the February DVS OKR session. He further noted the April 7 BVS meeting 

cancellation and the upcoming June 23 meeting. 

 

VSF Report (Attachment 4) 

Mr. Jack Lanier of the Veterans Services (VSF) presented the VSF report.  He commented on the 

last VSR meeting and noted the nominating committee and fundraising events. The next meeting is 

scheduled for June 9. 

 

Review of 2022 Legislative Session 

Mr. Monti Zimmerman and Mr. John Clickener led the discussion on lessons learned from the 2022 

Specifically, Mr. Clickener noted that JLC members should work to have patrons in both chambers 

for legislative initiatives, keeping in mind fiscal impacts of legislative priorities, if applicable. A 

summary of 2022 initiatives was provided. 

 

Mr. Zimmerman noted that all JLC members have a duty to follow through on initiatives to include 

attendance at sub-committee and committee meetings, either in-person or virtually. Chair Williams 

noted that VSOs can partner on initiatives. 

 

2023 Proposed Initiative  
Chair Williams opened the floor to receive proposed initiative topics from VSOs. Several initiative 

topics were discussed. Mr. Clickener provided a timeline of for white papers and referenced the JLC 

binder requiring updates and revisions. Mr. Clickener informed the members that the JLC 

Legislative Committee will put the binder together for the July meeting and reminded members to 

that each VSO needs a designated alternate. 
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2022 – 2023 Meeting Schedule/Work Plan 

Mr. Clickener requested all white papers detailing proposed 2023 legislative initiatives by July 6 

with financial impact statements if applicable. He further commented by August the JLC should 

inform the Commissioner of any potential budget initiatives. Mr. Clickener proposed the JLC get 

time on the Governor’s calendar given their charge to be an advisor to the executive branch. By 

September / October, Mr. Clickener informed the members they will need patrons for their 

initiatives. 

 

New Business 

Chair Williams informed the members that interim votes taken in December for officer positions 

needed to be ratified and asked for a motion to approve the interim selections for the Legislative 

Officer, Assistant Legislative Officer, and Chaplain positions. Robert Barnette made a motion, 

seconded by Glen Yarbrough to ratify the interim votes from December 2021. The motion carried 

by unanimous vote. 

 

Vice Chair Monti Zimmerman reported on the Constitution and By-Laws review with recommended 

changes. Information will be sent to members in advance of a vote during the July meeting. 

 

Other New Business, Open Discussion, and “Good of the Order” reports 

Mr. David Sitler from the Reserve Organization of America presented Chief Deputy Commissioner 

Steve Combs and Ms. Glendalynn Glover with an ROA coin thanking them for their service to the 

JLC. ROA is celebrating 100 years of existence with the commemorative coin. 

 

Mr. Jonathan Patrick shared information on suicide prevention tools to include medication lock 

boxes and gun locks. Mr. Patrick directed members to a resource table to obtain additional 

information 

 

Public Comment 

Three members from a Tidewater area veterans group thanked the JLC for allowing them to attend 

and asked where the white papers with proposed initiatives will be posted. Chair Williams informed 

them the papers are posted on the JLC webpage 

 

Chair Williams reminded members about the Women Veterans Summit in June. 

 

Adjourn 

Chairman Williams adjourned the meeting at 12:17 p.m.   

 

The next regular business meeting is Thursday, July 14, 2022 at 10 a.m.  The meeting is tentatively 

scheduled to be held at the Virginia War Memorial. 

 

. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Service Organizations 
 

May 12, 2022 

10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Virginia War Memorial 
 

AGENDA 

 

I. Opening, Meeting Notes, and Pledge of Allegiance – Denice Williams, JLC Chair (10:00 – 

10:05) 
 

II. Opening Thoughts & Meditation, Kevin Hoffman, JLC Chaplain (10:05 – 10:08) 

 

III. Roll call and introduction of member, quorum determination, and introduction of guests – 

Denice Williams, JLC Chair (10:08 – 10:20) 
 

IV. Approve Agenda – Denice Williams, JLC Chair (10:20 – 10:22) 
 

V. Approve December 15 meeting minutes – Denice Williams, JLC Chair (10:22 – 10:25) 

 

VI. Virginia National Guard Update – MG Timothy Williams, The Adjutant General (10:25 – 

10:40) 

 

VII. VDVS Operational Update – Daniel Gade, VDVS Commissioner (10:40-11:00) 
 

VIII. Reports (11:00 – 11:15) 

a. Board of Veterans Services (BVS) – Michael Dick, BVS Chairman 

b. Veterans Services Foundation (VSF) – John Lesinski, VSF Chairman 

 

IX. Review of 2022 Session – John Clickener, Interim Legislative Officer (11:15 – 11:30) 

 

X. Proposed 2023 JLC Initiative Discussion – Denice Williams, JLC Chair (11:30 – 11:50) 

 

XI. Way-ahead and work plan for 2022-2023 – Denice Williams, JLC Chair (11:50- 12:00) 

 

XII. New Business (12:00 – 12:15) 

a. Ratification of Officer Nomination , Denice Williams, JLC Chair 

a. Legislative Officer 

b. Assistant Legislative Officer 

c. Chaplain 

b. Report on the Constitution and by-Laws – Review Committee 

 

XIII. Public comment period – Denice Williams, JLC Chair (12:15 – 12:20) 

 

XIV. Closing remarks and prepare for next meeting –JLC Chair (12:20 – 12:30) 
 

XV. Adjourn (12:30) 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
VDVS Operations Update 
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ATTACHMENT 3 
Board of Veterans Services (BVS) Report 
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ATTACHMENT 4 
Veterans Services Foundation (VSF) Report 

 

 
 

 


